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Some observations about academic research

Wen-Chiang Chang

Abstract

As Taiwan’s academia has become more and more -capitalized,
managerialism and formalism, two key forces, have interactively affected
researchers and the conduct of research. This essay argues: if we consider that
academic research must retain freedom, diversity and critical essence, meta-
thinking about somethings of research works is crucial. Although such thinking
cannot make structural changes, they at least symbolize a free will liberated from
the existing structure. Therefore, this paper proposes the idea, “MY STUDY”, to
prevent the formalization of research works. In addition, the relationship between
researchers and their results could be seen as that between craftsmen and their
works. If craftsmen could have artisan spirit and finely create their works, then

researchers’ alienation from their results could also be prevented.

keywords: methodology, formalism, managerialism, academic capitalism,

craftsman
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