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Re-thinking the Prospect and Restriction of Sisterhood through
the Action of Visual-Empowerment for Female
Immigrant/Migrant Workers Organized by Non-profit

Organizations

Wan-Ching Ke

Abstract

This study focus on the function and role of "sisterhood" in organizational
tasks through the action of Visual-Empowerment organized by three non-profit
organizations (NPO) for female immigrants/ migrant workers, in order to explore
how community connection and collective identity are established and developed
within the organization, and the multiple intersectional subject identities of sister
community members under the differences in nationality, class and culture. The
study found that the works of female immigrants /migrant workers present gender-
conscious and ethnic-conscious, the ‘public issue recognition’ and ‘personal
learning needs’ are the main motivations for them to participate in the task of the
organizations. However, the support based on ‘private’ sisterhood was an important
precondition for most female immigrants/ migrant workers to complete the video
works, this reflects the considerable cohesiveness and activism of sisterhood, but it
also reflects the limitations of sisterhood in terms of collective action and collective
identity in ‘resistance to oppression’. In summary, the private ‘companionship’
sisterhood cannot easily be transferred and developed into the public, emancipatory
sisterhood, but without the support of the private sisterhood based on friendship,

the public sisterhood with social movement concept will not occur either.

Key words: Sisterhood, Female immigrants/ migrant workers, action of visual-
empowerment, NPO, Self-narrative documentary
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