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A Study on the Content and Determinants of Foreign
News Coverage of Ten Taiwanese Television Media

Meihua Lee
ABSTRACT

The current research employs the method of content analysis to analyze
foreign news reported in the Taiwanese TV media. The method of in-depth
interview is utilized to identify the determinants that may affect the process of
international news making. Specifically, the current research analyzes and
compares the foreign news reportage of the TV media in terms of categories
including news type, reported area, reported country, valence, and sources.
.Fourteen international newsmakers on top management level from the target
media are interviewed. |

The results show that the Taiwanese TV media have been biased toward the
ﬁrst-w'orld countries. The U.S. was covered the most, followed by Japan and
Great Britain. For the majority of the target TV media, the largest proportion of
the international news are social and entertainment news, except for PTS. Based
on the in-depth interviews of the international news gatekeepers of all 10 TV
stations, “whether the international news can interest the audience or not” is
considered the primary determinant while selecting foreign news. This may imply

that TV international news making has already been market-driven in Taiwan.

Key words: International Communication, Foreign News Coverage
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