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on UDN’s Climatic Risk Discourses (1988~2010)
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Abstract

This study aims to reinterpret the role of mainstream news on the
process of climatic risk constructing. With critical discursive analysis
approach, researchersanalyzed148 UDN’s climatic risk news. The study
finds that climatic risk issues were influenced by different type agents in
differentperiods.It suggests that public knowledge about climatic risk is
constructed dynamically. This research result different fromsocial
constructionist viewpoint that tend to explain media would create
homogenous influence on publics. To be opposite,mainstream news
discourses construct imaginations and social cognitions of climatic risk in
multipleandpromiscuous ways. This conclusion would also support
researchers to make a critical argument, that is: the media study is
significant to risk research and it would be also important for social

scientist to understandthe complex construction of risk society.
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