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A Pictorial Semiotic Study of the Pharmaceutical Advertisements
in China’s
Sheng Jin Daily in the Early Twentieth Century

Hsiu-hui Sun

Abstract

By the end of the nineteenth century, during the Meiji Period, Japanese modern
pharmaceutical and dietary supplement adverting was introduced to Chinese market
and had a significant impact on the ideas about healthcare, medicine, and modernity.
The present study adopts the semiotic approach to analyze pharmaceutical
advertisements of Sheng Jin Daily in Shenyang, China, in order to observe the
construction of discourse concerning “health” and “body” during the Manchurian
period. By examining these advertisements, the present study finds that their textual
and pictorial presentations are systematic, and closely related to social issues at that
time. According to the analysis, one of the core semiotic strategies is making
consumption of drugs part of the social movements involving appeals of

modernization and nationalism in China.

keywords: hygienic modernity, Manchuria, pharmaceutical advertising, semiotics,

Sheng Jin Daily
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