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Narrative as Oscillating Between Time and Imaginary Space:

An Systems Theory’s Approach

Lu Kuei-Hsien

Abstract

Generally time is reduced as sequence chains to produce a social order.
Accordingly sociology constructs the concept of actor which includes acting
conditions, intention and cognition. Even in narrative or story telling this
assumption of time works well. The narrative's reality but is not founded on
what real happened, neither on plot nor being familiar to reader. The theoretical
reflection which bases on Luhmann’s systems theory and George Spencer
Brown’s form theory, refers to the concept of time, especially presence of
telling and listing.

Narrative is a form of communication in which every event happens in a
moment and disappears immediately. It constitutes social dimension, namely
the distinction teller/listener and creates a communicative space with two
different states, specified and unspecified. According to Spencer Brown, time
and memory should be two mechanisms that give one the possibility not only to
cross boundaries also to create a stable expectation. Narrative’s reality therefore

depends on the imaginary communicative space.



