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From “prohibition” to “creative industry”:
The transformation of Taiwanese video game policies

Ying-Chia H. Lin

Abstract

This paper explores the process of constructing policy discourse in the
context of policy globalization through a discursive-historical analysis of
Taiwan’s digital game policies issued between 2002 and 2009. These new
policies show a significant attitude change of Taiwanese government towards
digital gaming—from prohibition, regulation to support and encouragement.
Drawing on the framework of discourse-historical analysis (Wodak, 2001) and
legitimation analysis (van Leeuwen, 2008), the analysis is tri-leveled: textual,
intertextual and historic-contextual. The analysis results in three major findings:
1.The policymakers used several legitimation methods to construct a new
discourse about digital games to bridge the gap between new and old policies. 2.
The print media adapted the governmental policy discourse quickly and helped
to construct the new policy discourse. 3. The transformation of digital game
policy discourse is under the influence of global diffusion of “creative industry”
and “knowledge economy” as the master discourse in respond to the economic

and political crisis emerged with globalization and regional competitiveness.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, cultural and creative industry, digital

games, policy, video game



