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The analysis of reporting themes and discourse characteristics of

88news.org

Fu Wei-Hsin & Li An-Bing

Abstract

On August 8th, 2009, super typhoon Morakot hit Taiwan. Right after the
catastrophe, the Government and Tzu Chi Foundation have come up with a
permanent housing project to help the victims. On September 29™ 2009, a
citizen journalism website, §8news.org, has established. The website strongly
criticizes the permanent housing policy and proposes a different reconstruction
plan based on local citizens’ vision. This study examines 417 news stories of
88news.org by setting “homeland reconstruction” as the subject. This study
uses content analysis to look over the major concerns and themes of this online
citizen journalism. In order to have a better understanding, critical discourse
analysis is also adopted to explore discursive contents, types of language, and

characteristics of ideology.

Content analysis finds that the major themes of 88news.org are
“redevelopment plan” and “criticism.” Regarding news genre, “straight news”
accounted for more than half of the coverage. As to the evaluation of the
Government, 48.68% is negative. The negative evaluation of the NGOs
accounted for only 14.63%. However, the media effect is worth to be noted.
Critical discourse analysis indicates that the reports of §8news.org reveal the
overwhelming criticism of the government reconstruction policy and practices.
On the other hand, the subjectivity consciousness is empowered and the
struggle for autonomous regions for local people is claimed. The characteristics

of discourse are not only rational but also emotional. The reporting employs
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metaphors as a means to cover stories as well. In short, the subjectivity
consciousness in 88news.org can compete on equal terms with the mainstream

ideology, namely the permanent housing plan.

Keywords : 88news.org, citizen journalism, content analysis, critical discourse

analysis, subjectivity



