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Relationship among Journalists, Sources and PR Professionals

Wen-Chiang Chang

Abstract

In traditional journalism paradigm, the journalist — source relationship is the key
proposition to study news production. However, amid Taiwan’s changing media
environment in recent years, the institutionalization of the public relations has
challenged this proposition. This research argues that news production should be
analyzed by the trilateral relationship between journalists, sources and publicists.

We propose the new “performance on stage” approach. On stage of news
production, Publicists play an intermediate role between journalists and sources. On
one hand, publicists allow the sources to stand backstage or appear onstage only in
careful arrangement; the sources hence do not face the press directly. On the other
hand, publicists attempt to have journalist willing to perform cooperatively onstage
by providing all the services they need, in order to lower the possibility of negative
reports on the sources. In practice, “performance on stage” meets the demand of the
three parties and facilities news production. In terms of traditional journalism
paradigm, nevertheless, performance on stage” undermines the professional role of
journalists and leads to a journalistic crisis by offering the “transparency by

arrangement”.

keywords: journalist, reporter, news source, journalism, professionalism
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