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Does Hard Work Really Payoff:
The Changing Attitudes towards Meritocracy on PTT BBS from
2013 to 2016

Yi-Chien Lee

Abstract

In recent years, Taiwanese have been questioning the validity of meritocracy.
Using systematic textual analysis with an emphasis on discourse, this study examines
hundreds of posts from the PTT BBS between 2013 to 2016 to outline different types
of attitudes toward meritocracy. There are four major types of discourse in these posts:
traditional discourse, anti-meritocratic discourse, alternative discourses, and the
discourse of compromise. In these discourses, although there is a strong tendency to
challenge and demystify meritocracy, the attempts to maintain and remystify
meritocracy can also be observed. While these tendencies clash with each other, the

universal claim of meritocracy has become class differentiated.
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